BRORA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday 21 November 2023
Chair: Russell Rekhy

Attendees: Sandy Crawford (Secretary), Ruwen Uduwerage-Perera, David Andrews, Robbie Maclennan, Billy Buchanan and Mhairi Maclennan (Minutes)

Also attending: Richard Gale

Apologies: Becky Clay and Gina Rankin 
1. Welcome – Russell welcomed everyone and Thanked everyone and the local Minister for the Remembrance Service 
2. Micro Grant – Discussed at the end of the meeting 
3. Police Update 

6 x Assist member off the public

2 x Sudden Death

1 x Damage Call

3 x Road Traffic Matter Misc

3 x Road Traffic Collisions

2 x Domestic

1 x Neighbour Dispute

2 x Concern for Person

1 x Abandoned 999 Call 

1 x Fraud 

2 x Animal 

1 x Explosive on the Beach 

2 Assist another Agency 

1 x False Call/Good Intent 

4.  Minutes of last meeting – The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Sandy and seconded by David
5. Matters arising – Sandy read out the matter arising, new speed limits on local roads are now on a consultation phase for the next 18 months, everyone agreed to support the bridge at Loth on the John O Groat Trail and Sandy will write a letter, Richard spoke to Angela at the surgery to say that the lines painted in the car park is responsibility of the  NHS, Sandy is still chasing Bear for the new signs, Russell needs his password changed to access the website, in 2022 Russell set up an endowment with Foundation Scotland for when the funds from the windfarm run out, this will mean there will still be money for the community to use.  There is no fixed rate on this. 
6. Councillor Update – Public toilets in Brora are the only toilets open 24/7 between Inverness and Caithness, they will only be locked in the evening if there is a high amount for vandalisms and thankfully there isn’t.  Richard will ask the local police to patrol the area at weekend to reduce the noise level.
7. Correspondence – All correspondence has been shared with the whole committee, any items of interest to any member should be brought to this point of the meeting for discussion

Sandy read the following 
Wrote to SSEN re the loose railing on the bridge over the river, I await a response. Councillor Gale to check. – Richard confirmed he spoke to BEAR and they or SSEN will repair
400kv line various emails.
I contacted Frank Roach RDT re the possibility of a free to use riding school in Rogart which I had been contacted about. Frank assured me that the RDT had no plans for such a scheme.
Email from Website provider. 
Email from HDCC supporting John o Groat Trail, specifically with a bridge over the river at Loth.
Issue of Queen Victoria Statue in poor condition brought to our attention by J & K Cunningham. Phil Tomalin to find out who is responsible. Sandy to chase as no update
Emailed committee with a letter of thanks to Becky for the extra hours she has put in to enable BCC to get back dated Micro Grant money. The system for claiming micro grant money from the wind farms had been let slip and Becky had to go back 3 years to get the documentation which allowed us to claim  for that period.
Email from Crofter on the Coal Pit road with details of population growth in the Badnellan area, approximately 36 houses and 85 people between
the Coalpit road and Ardachu including children as evidence in the argument for speed limits in the single track roads in the parish.
We’ve had a complaint from a resident of Johnstone place about School Busses parking in Johnstone Place causing a hazard for residents and children. Sandy to write a letter
Received TTRO from BEAR re A9 closure for remembrance day. Becky and Jessie Clay posted them on lamp standards on the A9 as requested.
Email re. Place Plans? Councillor Gale gave the example of the TA Hall as a possible item for a new place plan.
Email from Pylon Pressure Group Helmsdale. They are having a meeting on the 8th of December in the Helmsdale Community Hall at 5.30pm. Present will be Maree Tod MSP and Jamie Stone MP. Unfortunately, I cannot attend, can anyone from BCC attend, or do I write a letter to be read out on our behalf? Ruwen attending 
Received an email regarding the graveyard at Ardachu and the fact that new graves are being opened but no footpaths are being laid to allow access to these new graves. Jim MacGillvary is chasing this up
Email Flow Country update.
Email SCP Planet Youth, Substance Abuse, will we register? Sandy to register 
8. Planning Issues – 30 meter high Telecom Tower at Ascoile – 7 miles from Ascolie and its to increase emergency coverage – no one had any issues with this 
9. Treasurers Report – Becky wasn’t in attendance but will email to committee members 
10. Community Feedback – Russell asked public in attendance if they had any feedback 

11. AOCB – None 
12. Date time and venue of the next meeting – No meeting in December – next meeting 16 January 2024 7pm at Brora Community Centre 
